
MEANWHILE, IN METRO DENVER...

A DECADE 
   OF GROWTH!

ARTS, CULTURE 
& THE ECONOMY

NEW & IMPROVED!
•	1,500 jobs created, payroll nearly doubles
•	Volunteers top 50,000 annually
•	SCFD delivers over $420 million

Read the Study!



Arts, Culture & the Economy 2001-2012

2001
Denver Center Theatre Company’s “Tantalus” wins Tourism Star 
Award from Visit Denver for attracting international attention

Individuals	and	organizations	have	supported	arts	

and	culture	in	a	variety	of	ways.	For	example,

the	decade	saw	strong	growth	in	those	

volunteering	their	time	to	work	for	local	groups,	

with	more	than	50,000	taking	part	in	2011.

$203 million invested by arts & culture organizations from 2001-2011

Arts,	cultural	and	scientific	organizations	 invested	more	than	

$200	million	in	projects,	from	expansions	at	the	Denver	Zoo	

and	Denver	Museum	of	Nature	and	Science	to	new	homes	for	

the	Museum	of	Contemporary	Art	Denver	and	eTown.

Capital Expenditures

	7,684

	9,354
+22%

2001 2011

JOBS PAYROLL

+84%

$79
million	

$145
million	

2001 2011

VOLUNTEERS

+75%

28,876

50,460

Volunteers

A DECADE OF GROWTH: 2001-2011

Central City Opera stages North American 
premiere of “Gloriana” by Benjamin Britten

Arvada Center becomes full Equity theater

Harmsen Foundation donates 700+ 
paintings to the Denver Art Museum

2002
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June: 1st Colorado Dragon Boat 
Festival at Sloan’s Lake

“Diego Rivera: The Brilliance Before 
the Brush” at Museo de las Americas

During	the	decade	local	organizations	have	

created	more	than	1,500	jobs	in	arts	

and	culture	while	overseeing	a	total	

payroll	that	has	risen	an	impressive	84%.

 

 

 

 

 



The Scientific and Cultural Facilities 
District has been a national model for 
community support of arts, culture and 
scientific groups since 1988, providing 
funding that allows groups to give back to 
the metro-area community with hundreds 
of free admission days annually.

$424 million
(Total distributions: 2001-2011)

ATTENDANCE 
Must-see, blockbuster events such as 
Body Worlds and King Tut, paired with the 
opening of new facilities like the Frederic 
C. Hamilton Building at the Denver Arts 
Museum, fueled enormous attendance 
during the decade.

142 million *
(Total: 2001-2011)

CORPORATE 
SPONSORSHIP 

$102 million *
(Total: 2001-2011)

Thanks	to	support	ranging	from	sources	such	as	individuals	and	the	Scientific	and	Cultural	

Facilities	District,	organizations	have	increasingly	been	able	to	open	their	doors	to	metro-

area	school	children,	more	than	doubling	the	number	of	students	exposed	to	the	arts.

2.1	million	students 	4.3	million	students

+104%

2001 2011

Outreach to Students

Starz Film Center opens with seven 
screens in the Tivoli Student Union

Denver Center Attractions hosts national 
tour debut of “The Lion King”

Butterfly Pavilion publishes “Morpha: A 
Rainforest Story,” endorsed by Dr. Jane Goodall 

Daniel Libeskind selected to design 
new wing at Denver Art Museum

The Wildlife Experience, a 160,433-square-foot 
facility, opens on 13 acres in Douglas County

Denver voters OK bond issue, paving way 
for creation of Ellie Caulkins Opera House
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* Totals derived from extrapolation of CBCA studies 
 since 2001 	 	 	

Thanks to support from 
SCFD, metro-area groups 
offered nearly 1,000 free 

admission days during the past 
decade. In 2012 alone there are 

more than 100 free days.



Cherry Creek Arts Festival wins International Festival 
and Events Association’s Gold Grand Pinnacle Award

April: Opera Colorado presents “Sweeney Todd” 

July: Constructions begins on 
Hamilton Wing at Denver Art Museum

November: Center for the Arts Evergreen opens in 
a 3,500-sf facility in Buchanan Park

2003

Fall: Construction begins on a 13,000-sf 
addition at Butterfly Pavilion

The	numbers	don’t	lie:	In	2011	Denver	metro-area	arts	and	cultural	organizations	continued	to	rebound	from	the	economic	crisis,	posting	

strong	gains	over	2009	in	key	categories	such	as Economic Impact, Attendance, Jobs	and	Volunteerism.

For	example,	Total Economic Activity	related	to	arts	and	cultural	activities	–	a	combination	of	operating	expenses,	audience	spending	and	

capital	investment	–	was	$1.76	billion	in	2011.	That	represents	an	18.4%	increase	over	2009,	when	many	organizations	and	citizens	cut	

spending	in	the	face	of	the	financial	crunch.

Results	in	the	2012	Colorado	Business	Committee	for	the	Arts	Economic	Activity	Study	of	Metro	Denver	are	drawn	from	2011	fiscal	year	data	

reported	by	more	than	300	organizations	that	receive	distributions	from	the	Scientific	and	Cultural	Facilities	District.	

See	highlights	of	the	report	on	this	page	and	then	take	a	closer	look	at	several	categories	on	the	following	pages.

2011: The Big Picture
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Jobs
   9,354
      7%

Volunteers
   50,460 
       19%

Economic Impact
   $527 million 
  36%

Total Economic Activity
   $1.76 billion
       18.4%

Attendance
       14.6 million
           30%

2011 HIGHLIGHTS: increases since 2009



2004

June: Denver Zoo opens Predator Ridge, an 8-acre exhibit 
modeled after the Samburu National Reserve in Kenya

January: George Caulkins family pledges 
$7 million for renovation of Newton Auditorium

Fall: Butterfly Pavilion wing 
adds 4 classrooms, exhibit space

5

August: City of Denver selected by Clyfford 
Still’s wife, Patricia, to receive his collection

October: Buntport Theatre Opens “Kafka on Ice” 
on a synthetic ice rink to critical acclaim

November: Voters renew Scientific and Cultural Facilities 
District on its 15th anniversary

So	how	do	we	reach	a	number	like	$1.76	billion	in Total Economic Activity	for	

2011?	Think	of	it	as	a	simple,	but	massive,	addition	equation:	

Confused?	We	can	explain.	Direct Economic Activity	includes	three	elements:

1.  Operating Expenditures: 
The	expenditures	of	the	more-than	300	groups	included	in	the	CBCA	study	

can	include	costumes	for	a	play,	food	for	Denver	Zoo	animals,	salaries	for	

performers.	

2. Audience Spending: 
Programs,	snacks	between	acts,	a	souvenir	T-shirt,	hotel	stays,	putting	gas	

in	the	car	to	reach	an	event,	dining	out	before	a	show.

3. Capital Expenditures: 
Think	 new	 arts	 centers	 (Lone	 Tree	 and	 Parker	 both	 opened	 one)	 and	

museums	(The	Clyfford	Still	Museum	leaps	to	mind).

Indirect	Spending	is	derived	by	applying	RIMS	Multipliers*	to	all	three	categories	

of	Direct	Economic	Activity.	By	doing	so,	we	are	able	to	gauge	the	effect	of	an	

industry	on	the	entire	economy	in	the	metro	area.	Indirect	Spending	represents	a	

second	round	of	spending:	for	example,	an	actor	using	his	or	her	salary	to	pay	

the	rent	or	purchase	groceries.

* Regional Input-Output Modeling System (RIMS) benchmark series multipliers are provided by 
the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, with additional input from the Colorado Division of Local 
Government, 2008

Economic Activity

 Direct Economic Activity
+ Indirect Spending
 Total Economic Activity

Now	let’s	add	the	combined	numbers	for	Direct	

Economic	Activity	and	Indirect	Spending:

= Total Economic Activity: 
$1.76 billion

Operating Expenditures:
$748 million

Audience Spending:  
$901 million

Capital Expenditures:  
$115 million



Economic Impact

Summer: British architect David Adjaye selected 
to design Denver Museum of Contemporary Art

February: Dean Sobel appointed Director of 
the Clyfford Still Museum 

2005
Opera Colorado commissions a bilingual opera, 
“La Curandera,” for community outreach

Oct. 7: “Grossology,” extolling “The (Impolite) 
Science of the Human Body,” begins at Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science

Sept. 25: Foothills Art Center opens Carol and Don 
Dickinson Sculpture Garden, featuring Jesus Moroles

Arts	and	cultural	organizations	generated	significant	 income	during	2011	from	

those	who	 live	 in	 the	Denver	metro	 area.	 Even	more	 importantly,	 those	 same	

organizations	generated	dollars	from	many	who	live	outside	the	metro	area.

More	than	2.2	million	people	from	outside	the	metro	area	took	part	 in	events,	

productions,	exhibitions	and	the	like	in	2011.	Even	more	impressive:	More	than	1	

million	people	visited	the	metro	area	from	outside	Colorado	in	2011.

More	visitors	meant	a	greater	Economic	Impact	on	the	economy.	In	all,	this	“New	

Money”	–	dollars	that	ordinarily	would	not	be	spent	in	the	metro	area	–	reached	

$527	million	in	2011.	That	represents	a	36%	increase	over	2009	and	is	by	far	

the	largest	ever	recorded	in	the	history	of	SCFD.

Not	 all	 Economic	 Impact	 was	 generated	 by	 visitors.	 Capital Expenditures 

(investments	in	new	buildings,	renovations,	etc)	added	$114.7	million,	up	from	

$91	million	in	2009.	And	Federal Government Grants added	$34.4	million	in	

Economic	Impact,	up	from	$13	million	in	2009.

+36%

Visitors From Outside the Metro Area:
   2009: 1.81 million
   2011: 2.26 million  (+25%)

Economic Impact

$387	million $527	million

Visitors From Outside Colorado:
 2009: 771,458
         2011: 1.06 million (+37%)
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June: Lighthouse Writer’s Workshop 
Kicks Off inaugural Lit Fest

2009 2011



November: Director Ang Lee receives 
Mayor’s Career Achievement Award 
at Starz Denver Film Festival

November: “Body Worlds II” draws a record 
687,000 in a 19-week run at Museum of 
Nature and Science

Summer: Central City Opera presents “The Ballad 
of Baby Doe” on 50th anniversary of its premiere

July: PHAMALY’s 10-show run of 
“The Wiz” is a sell-out
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Employment & Payroll

2006
October: 33,000+ visit new Hamilton Building 
during opening weekend at Denver Art Museum 

Fall: Arvada Center opens a 226-seat 
Black Box Theatre designed by Fentress 
Bradburn Architects

Strong	 job	 growth	 continued	 at	 arts,	 cultural	 and	 scientific	 groups	

during	2011	as	total	employment	increased	by	7%	over	2009.	

That	positions	arts	and	cultural	groups	among	the	growth	leaders	in	

the	metro-area,	which	saw	2.5%	job	growth	during	2011.*

Full-time	jobs	grew	by	3%	in	2011,	while	contract	jobs	advanced	by	

a	strong	13%.	The	 latter	growth	mirrors	a	national	 trend,	 illustrated	

in	a	recent	survey**	that	showed	67%	of	U.S.	companies	use	contract	

workers	and	expect	to	employ	more.	In	addition,	by	2017	the	number	

of	contract	workers	will	jump	to	23	million,	a	35%	hike.***

Thanks	to	the	overall	growth	in	jobs,	total	payroll	at	arts	and	culture	

groups	saw	a	strong	11%	advance.

Studies: 

*W.P. Carey School of Business at Arizona State University

** Harris Interactive for Randstad Workforce

***MBO Partners

8,718

9,354

Employment Total Payroll

$131	million

$145	million+7% +11%

“ My business/IT background is helping Colorado Ballet 
operate more like a for-profit business by increasing 
efficiency.”

- Mark Chase
 General Manager, 

Colorado Ballet

“My backgrounds as a Theatre Costume Director and a 
Financial Office Manager give me a competitive edge in the 
Museum’s day-to-day administration as well as its artistic 
mission.”

- Kelly Fitzpatrick McKee
Administrative and Communication Assistant, 

Museum of Contemporary Art Denver

2009 2011



SCFD	doesn’t	stage	the	play,	it	helps	raise	the	curtain.	It	doesn’t	mount	the	art	exhibition,	it	makes	it	

possible	for	residents	to	attend	a	free	day	for	the	show.

In	a	world	where	hyperbole	is	common,	it’s	not	overstatement	to	say	the	SCFD	is	the	reason	the	

Denver	metro	area	boasts	a	cultural	community	that	is	a	model	for	the	rest	of	the	country.

Metro	area	voters	approved	the	sales	and	use	tax	(1¢	for	every	$10	purchase	in	the	7-county	area)	

in	1988.	Since	distributions	started	in	1989,	SCFD	has	distributed	nearly	$2	billion.

SCFD	funds	aren’t	used	for	capital	campaigns	–	they’re	dedicated	to	people.	Or	as	the	law	states:	

“Provide	for	the	enlightenment	and	entertainment	of	the	public	through	the	production,	presentation,	

exhibition,	 advancement	 or	 preservation	 of	 art,	 music,	 theater,	 dance,	 zoology,	 botany,	 natural	

history	or	cultural	history.”

SCFD Annual Distribution

Scientific & Cultural Facilities District

2007
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June: Butterfly Pavilion opens Dee Lidvall Discovery 
Garden, with amphitheatre and xeriscape gardens

July: Central City Opera stages world 
premiere of Guo Wenjing’s “Poet Li Bai”

November: voters approve $70 million to renovate Boettcher 
Concert Hall, expand Denver Museum of Nature & Science

August: Semple Brown Design selected to 
design Parker Arts, Culture, and Events center

October: Museum of Contemporary Art Denver 
opens in Lower Downtown

Restored nude sculpture “Linda,” by John 
DeAndrea, on view again at Denver Art Museum

MEET THE TIERS
The SCFD organizes its recipients into three funding “tiers”:

Denver Art Museum, Denver Botanic Gardens, Denver Museum 
of Nature and Science, Denver Zoo, Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts. Receives 65.5% of funds.
Includes 26 regional organizations that qualify for the tier based on 
annual income and paid attendance. Receives 21% of funds.
These range from small theater groups to nature and science 
offerings made to community groups. Receive 13.5% of funds.

Tier 1: 

Tier 2: 

Tier 3: 

Total: 310

Broomfield: 9Boulder: 72

Arapahoe: 33

Adams: 18

Denver: 107

Jefferson: 
54

Douglas: 17
2001: $37.2M 

2002: $35.3M 

2003: $34.6M 

2004: $36.2M 

2005: $38.3M 

2006: $39.9M 

2007: $42.1M 

2008: $41.6M 

2009: $37.1M 

2010: $39.3M 

2011: $41.9M 

Total: $424 million

SCFD Organizations by Home County

Metro-area 
citizens will vote 
to reauthorize the 

SCFD in 2016



2008

Fall: Mizel Arts & Culture Center launches Jewish 
Arts, Authors, Movies, Music Festival

Opera Colorado’s bilingual opera, “La 
Curandera,” receives OPERA America’s 
Diversity Award

January: Denver Center Theatre Company stages world premiere 
of “Plainsong,” adaptation of Kent Haruf’s best-seller

June: Opera Colorado stages “Nixon in China” 
by John Adams to critical acclaim

September: “Les Misérables” sets records 
for attendance, revenue at Arvada Center

“ We believe that extraordinary arts are 
key to building a vibrant city.” 

Dorothy	 Horrell	 may	 be	 speaking	 for	 her	 organization	 when	 she	 says	 that,	

but	 the	President	and	CEO	of	 the	Bonfils-Stanton	Foundation	also	 seems	 to	

speak	for	the	many	people,	foundations	and	businesses	in	the	metro	area	who	

contribute	generously	to	the	arts	and	cultural	community.

That	generosity	added	up	to	$166	million	in	2011,	a	3%	increase	from	2009.	

The	biggest	single	element	of	that	giving?	Individuals	in	the	metro	area,	who	

contributed	an	impressive	$25.9	million	in	2011.	Also	significant:	$14.3	million	

from	the	federal	government.

Giving to the Arts

$162	million

$166	million	
+3%

Total Contributed 
Revenue
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“We understand the importance of community 
involvement as both business leaders and 
individual citizens. We wanted to make a positive 
impact and could not be more proud of our 
role in bringing Toyota Elephant Passage to the 
Colorado community.”

- Tim Van Binsbergen
President, Denver Toyota Dealers Association

“We believe that extraordinary arts are key to 
building a vibrant city.  We invest in imagination 
and innovation, because cultivating the creative 
spark is vital to making Denver an exciting place 
where people want to live, work and thrive.”

Dorothy Horrell
President and CEO, Bonfils-Stanton Foundation

Highlights of 
2011 Giving

Individual	
Giving:	
$25.9	million

Foundations:*	
$29.6	million

*Includes Private, 
Corporate and 
Community Foundations

Corporate	
Sponsorships:	
$9.6	million

Federal	
Government:	
$14.3	million

April: Urban Nature exhibit at Denver Botanic 
Gardens featuring 10 local, national, and 
international street and mural artists

2009 2011



October: MCA Denver showcases signature works of Damien Hirst, 
including animals preserved in formaldehyde and displayed in glass

December: New exhibits at Wings Over the Rockies help 
boost attendance 17% annually, to nearly 80,000 people

Anniversary: Foothills Art 
Center (40)

Dinosaur Ridge opens Trek 
Through Time Visitor Center

2008
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Fall: Bradford Washburn American 
Mountaineering Museum opens in Golden

November: Denver Film Festival selects “Precious,” 
co-produced by Denver’s Sarah Siegel-Magness, to 
open the festival

Big	events	played	a	major	role	in	the	second-biggest	year	for	attendance	in	the	20	years	CBCA	has	been	conducting	this	study.	“King	Tut”	

nearly	tripled	attendance	at	Denver Art Museum,	more	than	50,000	attended	the	Colorado Ballet	staging	of	“The	Nutcracker,”	and	the	first	

Denver	visit	by	the	touring	show	of	“Billy	Elliot”	packed	them	in	for	Denver Center Attractions.

But	longstanding	groups	and	well-loved	annual	events	also	contributed.	A	remodeled	“My	Market”	exhibit	helped	Children’s Museum of 

Denver	above	300,000	attendees,	setting	a	fifth	straight	attendance	record.	Routine	sell-outs	at	Denver Botanic Gardens’	summer	music	

series,	along	with	the	usual	throngs	at	Cherry Creeks Arts Festival,	added	mightily.

And	openings	during	2011	–		the	Lone Tree Arts Center;	Parker Arts, Culture, and Events Center;	Clyfford Still Museum	in	Denver	–		

added	to	the	year’s	attendance,	with	greater	contributions	ahead.

Attendance

Attendance

11.2	million

+30%

14.6	million

2011 by the ticket

Paid: 5.7 million

Reduced: 3.9 million

Free: 5 million
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2009

February: The CELL, a $7 million, 6,000-sf space, 
opens in the Denver Art Museum Residences

Anniversaries: SCFD (20), 
PHAMALY (20)

October: Christoph Heinrich named 
director of Denver Art Museum
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April: “Expedition Health,” a permanent 10,000-
sf exhibit, opens at Denver Museum of Nature & 
Science drawing 600,000+ in its first year

November: Su Teatro, Denver’s only 
Latino theater company, buys Denver 
Civic Theatre

It	was	a	banner	year	for	capital	projects	in	the	metro	area,	with	the	opening	of	

three	significant	buildings	in	the	arts	and	cultural	community	during	2011.

•		 Parker Arts, Culture and Events Center: The	$21.7	million	building	includes	

a	536-seat	theater,	art	gallery,	dance	studio,	media	lab,	catering	and	teaching	

kitchen,	and	250-seat	outdoor	amphitheater.	

•		 Lone Tree Arts Center:	 The	 $23	 million	 center	 has	 a	 500-seat	 theater,	

adaptable	150-225	seat	event	hall,	a	300-seat	outdoor	terrace	theater	and	

gallery	space.

•		 Clyfford Still Museum:	Designed	by	Brad	Cloepfil	of	Allied	Works	Architecture	

specifically	 to	 display	 the	 work	 of	 one	 of	 the	 most	 significant	 Abstract	

Expressionists	of	 the	20th	 century.	The	28,500-square-foot	building	next	 to	

the	Denver	Art	Museum	cost	$15.5	million	to	build.

In	addition,	three	other	significant	projects	were	in	the	construction	phase:

•		 Toyota Elephant Passage, Denver Zoo:	 The	 $50	million,	 10-acre	 exhibit	

opened	in	2012.

•		 eTown Hall:	The	remodeled	Boulder	church	became	a	modern	concert	hall,	

recording	studio	and	community	center	when	it	opened	in	2012.

•		 Education & Collections Facility, Denver Museum of Nature and Science: 

The	126,000-square-foot,	five-level	wing	will	open	in	2014.

Capital Expenditures

Capital Spending

$39	million

+25%

$49	million

Colorado Music Festival & Rocky Mountain 
Center for Musical Arts merge

11
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2010

Anniversaries: Cleo Parker Robinson Dance (40); 
Denver Urban Gardens (25); Buntport Theatre (10) 

April: Parker Arts, Culture, and 
Events Center Groundbreaking

Summer: “Moore in the Gardens,” featuring sculptor Henry Moore, 
boosts Denver Botanic Gardens attendance by 55% to 820,000

September: MCA Denver opens “Over The River,” featuring 
Christo and Jean Claude’s Arkansas River project

The	community	spirit	and	generosity	of	those	in	the	metro	area	was	on	full	display	

in	2011,	as	more	than	50,000	stepped	forward	to	volunteer	at	arts	and	cultural	

institutions,	a	nearly	20%	increase	over	2009.

Perhaps	 that’s	 not	 a	 big	 surprise,	 since	 Denver	 ranked	 14th	 for	 volunteerism	

among	51	cities	surveyed	by	Volunteering	in	America.	But	volunteerism	has	seen	

a	small	decline	in	Denver	and	across	the	country	over	the	past	decade,	so	the	

growth	signals	strong	local	support	for	arts	and	cultural	institutions.

Volunteerism	also	delivers	value	to	metro-area	organizations.	In	fact,	more	than	

$40	million	in	value,	based	on	the	2011	total	of	1.9	million	hours	volunteered.*

* 2010 Independent Sector valuation of $21.36 per hour.

Volunteerism

“When I started (seven years ago) as an usher it 
was great to experience the different films they 
show, meet the members and see their passion. 
Volunteering is an enormous part of my life. I 
always look forward to it.”

- Sandra Salazar
Denver Film Society

“We need to get kids out of the house and into 
nature.  Outdoor education is fun, challenging, 
interesting, energizing, and inspiring for kids – 
and for me.”

- Larry DeSaules
Colorado Mountain Club, Youth Education Program

42,226 50,460

+19%

Total Volunteers

1.9 million total 
hours volunteered

(38 hours per 
volunteer)

February: David Dadone named 
Executive Director, Boulder Museum of 
Contemporary Art

VSA/Access Gallery merges with Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts’ Office of Accessibility

2009 2011
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November: Denver Film Center moves into 
Lowenstein Theater Redevelopment on Colfax

December: Scientists from Denver Museum of Nature & Science unearth 
8 American mastodons, 4 Columbian mammoths near Snowmass

2011

Anniversaries: Colorado Ballet (50); Swallow Hill Music 
Association (40); Museo de las Americas (20) Arvada Center (35)

March: Following a $2 million renovation, 
Elaine Wolf Theatre opens at Mizel Arts and 
Culture Center

June: Wings Over the Rockies announces 
a new facility at Centennial Airport

One	of	the	best	ways	to	build	an	enduring	audience	for	arts	and	culture	is	to	

educate	that	audience	at	a	young	age.

Local	arts	and	cultural	organizations	have	been	doing	just	that	for	years,	making	

it	easy	for	schools	in	the	metro	area	to	visit	and	learn	by	offering	a	wide	variety	

of	programs	for	students	of	all	ages.	The	result?	More	than	4.3	million	school	

children	participated	in	a	program	or	event	at	one	of	those	destinations	in	2011,	

a	2%	increase	over	2009.

Local	groups	get	a	big	helping	hand	in	this	outreach,	thanks	to	the	support	they	

receive	from	SCFD.	Because	of	that	distribution,	organizations	can	offer	free	and	

reduced-price	admission	to	schools,	making	the	experience	available	to	all.

Outreach to Students

4.2	million

Outreach to Students

4.3	million

+2%
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Page 7: Mark Chase and Kelly Fitzpatrick McKee by Barry Gutierrez; Central City Opera, 
The Ballad of Baby Doe; Denver Museum of Nature & Science, Body Worlds II: Story of 
the Heart; Denver Art Museum

Page 8: PHAMALY, The Wiz, Tin Girl by Bob Webb; Butterfly Pavilion; MCA DENVER, 
Tim Noble’s and Sue Weber’s Toxic Schizophrenia; Denver Art Museum, John DeAndrea’s 
Linda by Sam Scholes

Page 9: Bonfils-Stanton Foundation, Dorothy Horrell; Central City Opera, Turn of the 
Screw, Flora and Peter Quint by Mark Kiryluk; Denver Toyota Dealers Association, Tim 
Van Binsbergen; Denver Center for the Performing Arts, Philip Pleasants and Mike 
Hartman in the Denver Center Theatre Company’s world premiere of Plainsong by Terry 
Shapiro

Page 10: J.P. Viernes in Billy Elliot: The Musical by Joan Marcus; Children’s Museum 
of Denver; Denver Museum of Nature & Science, Real Pirates by Chris Schneider; MCA 
DENVER, Damien Hirst’s Saint Sebastian, Exquisite Pain, 2007 (detail) by Prudence 
Cuming Associates; Striped Pot, Dinosaur Ridge; Wings Over the Rockies, Serial No. 
1 Skynote

Page 11: Parker Arts, Culture & Events Center; Lone Tree Arts Center, Grand Entry Hall 
by Eric Wulfsberg; Clyfford Still Museum; The Counterterrorism Education Learning Lab 
(The CELL); Colorado Music Festival & Rocky Mountain Center for Musical Arts, Michael 
Christie; Denver Museum of Nature & Science, Expedition Health; Su Teatro, Ollin

Page 12: Sandra Salazar and Larry DeSaules by Barry Gutierrez; Denver Urban 
Gardens; Denver Botanic Gardens, Moore in the Gardens, Henry Moore’s Hill Arches; 
MCA Denver, Christo’s Over the River, Project for the Arkansas River, State of Colorado, 
2010, pencil, enamel paint, photograph by Wolfgang Wolz, wax crayon, topographic 
map, fabric sample and tape, 11” x 8.5” by Andrew Grossman

Page 13: Denver Urban Gardens; Vik Muniz’s Kyber Pass, Self Portrait as an Oriental 
(After Rembrandt), c-print, 84” x 72”; Opera Colorado, Nixon in China; Denver Museum 
of Nature & Science, Mastodon Project, Liz Miller; Mizel Arts & Culture Center, Elaine 
Wolf Theatre by Eric Stephenson

Page 14: Clyfford Still Museum; Community-Minded Dance, Flash Mob at Denver 
International Airport; Art Students League of Denver by Kara Primomo

Page 15: Denver Zoo, Mimi the Elephant; Colorado Music Festival & Rocky Mountain 
Center for Musical Arts, Colcannon; Denver Museum of Nature & Science, Construction 
Progress; Cleo Parker Robinson Dance by Sara Frances; Swallow Hill Music Association, 
Uke Fest; POParitaville, The Book of Mormon; Denver Botanic Gardens, Stephen 
Talasnik sculpture from Kizuna; Colorado Symphony Orchestra by Steve Peterson 13
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November: The 28,500-sf Clyfford Still 
Museum, designed by Brad Cloepfil, opens 

September: $23 million 
Lone Tree Arts Center opens

Oct. 29: Parker Arts, Culture, and Events 
(PACE) opens at a cost of $21.7 million

2012

Anniversaries: Central City Opera (80); Su Teatro (40); Opera Colorado (30), 
Mizel Museum (30), Littleton Town Hall Arts Center (30); Aurora Fox (25); 
Art Students League of Denver’s Summer Art Market (20)

The	metro	area’s	cultural	infrastructure	has	exploded	in	the	past	10	
years,	with	myriad	openings	across	 the	 seven	 counties	 that	CBCA	
surveys	for	our	Economic	Activity	Study,	including:

•		The Armory at Brighton Cultural Center in	Adams	County;	
•		Vintage Theater	in	Arapahoe	County;	
•		eTown Hall in	Boulder;	
•		Broomfield Auditorium	in	Broomfield	County;
•		Ellie Caulkins Opera House, Clyfford Still Museum, MCA 

Denver, Su Teatro at Denver’s Civic Theatre, TACtile Textile 
Arts Center and	more	in	Denver;	

•		The Wildlife Experience, Parker Arts, Culture & Events,	and	
Lone Tree Arts Center	in	Douglas	County;

•		Bradford Washburn Mountaineering Museum	in	Jefferson	
County.

These	state-of-the-art	facilities	attract	visitors	from	outside	the	region	
to	see	world-class	exhibitions,	artists,	and	performances	such	as	Yves 
Saint Laurent: The Retrospective,	Denyce Graves,	A Day in Pompeii, 
Junot Diaz, Henry Moore: Moore in the Gardens, Idina Menzel and	
The Book of Mormon.

Non-SCFD	 funded	 organizations	 have	 added	 to	 the	 cultural	
renaissance	 with	 openings:	Newman Center for the Performing 
Arts at the University of Denver (2002);	CU Art Museum in	Boulder	
(2010),	and	History Colorado Center in	Denver	(2012).

It’s	not	just	new	buildings	and	big	events,	though.	The	300+	arts,	
cultural	and	scientific	organizations	that	receive	SCFD	support	also	
give	back	to	the	community	by	providing	hundreds	of	free	access	days,	

supporting	thousands	of	jobs,	educating	and	enlightening	millions	of	
children,	and	contributing	billions	of	dollars	to	the	economy.	

This	 support	 enables	 the	 Colorado Symphony	 to	 open	 dress	
rehearsals	 to	 thousands	 of	 school	 children.	 It	 helps	 the	 Butterfly 
Pavilion	 house	 1,600	 free-flying	 butterflies.	 It	 lets	 Downtown 
Aurora Visual Arts	teach	hundreds	of	high-risk	youth	creative	skills.	
It	maintains	Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum’s	 4,000-item	Sandra	
Dallas	Library.

It’s	important	to	remember	that	SCFD	will	be	up	for	reauthorization	
on	the	2016	ballot.	I	urge	you	to	share	the	message	that	the	SCFD	
and	the	organizations	it	supports	are	vital	to	the	economic	and	social	
fabric	 of	 the	 seven	 counties.	 Make	 sure	 your	 neighbors,	 friends,	
family,	co-workers	and	legislators	all	know	the	arts	mean	business	–	
over	$1.7	billion	of	business.		

Don’t	stop	there.	Go	to	the	ballet,	see	an	opera,	take	a	photography	
class,	 volunteer	 as	 a	museum	 docent,	 get	 your	 hands	 dirty	 in	 an	
urban	garden.	Remember:	SCFD	support	is	just	one	slice	of	the	arts	
revenue	pie.	Organizations	rely	primarily	on	 individual	donors	 like	
you	to	support	their	artistic	and	administrative	work.

CBCA	has	published	this	biennial	study,	thanks	to	longtime	support	
from	Deloitte Consulting and DualDraw,	for	20	years,	but	it’s	just	
part	of	what	we	do.	We	also	work	to	advance	Colorado’s	creative	
economy	 by	 connecting	 business	 and	 the	 arts	 by	 advocating	 for	
arts	education,	saluting	exemplary	business	partnerships	in	the	arts,	
training	emerging	leaders	to	serve	on	nonprofit	boards	and	providing	
monthly	arts	engagement	opportunities.	

Please	 consider	 becoming	 a	 member	 of	
CBCA.	 We	 have	 an	 exciting	 future	 and	
would	love	to	have	you	along	for	the	journey.

Deborah Jordy
Executive Director

2012 Economic Activity Study

Culture delivers 
economic impact 

with personal touch

About the Study
The 2012 Economic Activity Study reflects self-reported information collected in 2012 via SCFD’s grant process and reflects the 2011 fiscal 

year. For the first time in the study’s history, 100% of the surveyed groups responded. The resulting information is analyzed by Deloitte 

Consulting and DualDraw using a data model based on the survey that is modified over time.

Learn more: 303-282-5135 or www.cbca.org

Nov. 22: Community-Minded Dance hosts Flash Mob at DIA
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May: More than 1,200 attend the Fifth annual “Ukefest” 
sponsored by the Swallow Hill Music Association

August: “The Book of Mormon” national tour 
kicks off at Buell Theatre to sellout crowds

August: Colorado Symphony Orchestra announces it has wiped out 
$1.2 million budget shortfall and is operating in the black

July: Robert Garner, who brought 
Broadway shows to Denver, dies

Events and projects that will have an impact on 
future CBCA reports
Education & Collections Facility, Denver Museum of Nature and Science

Construction	 is	 on	 schedule	 for	 this	 126,000-square-foot,	 five-level	 wing.	When	 it	

opens	in	2014	the	building	will	provide	space	for	world-class	traveling	exhibitions	and	

an	interactive	science	center	for	early	learners,	among	other	features.

“Becoming Van Gogh,” Denver Art Museum

The	Mile	High	City	will	be	the	only	place	to	see	this	exhibition	featuring	more	than	70	

paintings	and	drawings	by	Vincent	Van	Gogh,	along	with	works	by	Henri	de	Toulouse-

Lautrec	and	Camille	Pissarro.	It	runs	through	January,	2013.

Toyota Elephant Passage, Denver Zoo

Even	though	this	dazzling	$50	million,	10-acre	exhibit	opened	in	2012,	it	will	boost	

attendance	at	the	Zoo	in	the	years	to	come.	

Light/The Holocaust & Humanity Project, Colorado Ballet

This	 three-month-long,	 community-wide	 program	 will	 use	 the	 arts	 as	 a	 catalyst	 to	

bring	Coloradans	together	to	confront	indifference	and	prejudice.	It	will	conclude	with	

performances	March	29-31	in	the	Newman	Center	at	the	University	of	Denver.

Keep an eye out for these additional events in 2013:

•	Opera	Colorado:	“Don	Giovanni”	(March)

•	Denver	Center	Attractions:	“Sense	&	Sensibility	The	Musical”	(April)

•	Colorado	Music	Festival	(June)

•	Central	City	Opera:	“Show	Boat”	(August)

•	Starz	Denver	Film	Festival	(November)
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Cleo Parker Robinson Dance performs 
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